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MINUTES 

 
Name of Organization:  Nevada Commission on Autism Spectrum Disorders 
       
Date and Time of Meeting:  June 29, 2017 
     11:00 a.m.  
 
Location:     Nevada Early Intervention Services 
     3427 Goni Rd., #102 
     Carson City, NV 89706 
 
I. Call to Order/Roll Call 
 

Dr. Mario Gaspar de Alba called the meeting for the Nevada Commission on 
Autism Spectrum Disorders to order at 11:04 a.m. 

 
Members Present:  Mario Gaspar de Alba, Sarah Dean and Julie Ostrovsky 
 
Staff Present:  Tiffany Ellis, Brook Adie, Samantha Jayme, Rocio de la Pena, 
Yeni Medina, Cara Paoli, Edward Ableser 

 
Guests:  Sarah Summers, Lori Follett, Veronica Smith, Denise Robinson, Steven 
Cohen, Ralph Sacrison, Renee Portnell 
 

 A quorum was declared. 
 
II. Public Comment (No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment period unless the 

matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item) 

 
 There was no public comment. 
 
III. Approval of the Minutes from the June 2, 2017 Meeting 

 
Ms. Dean made a motion to accept the minutes as they were written.   
Ms. Ostrovsky seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 

RICHARD WHITLEY, MS 
Director 

 BRIAN SANDOVAL 
Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
AGING AND DISABILITY SERVICES 

3416 Goni Road, Suite D-132 
Carson City, NV, 89706 

Telephone (775) 687-4210 •  Fax (775) 687-0574 
http://adsd.nv.gov 

EDWARD ABLESER, Ph.D. 
Administrator 
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Dr. Gaspar de Alba announced that due to limited time, he will only be covering 
agenda items VI and VII. 
 

IV.  ATAP Medicaid and Budget Update   
   

Agenda item IV was not discussed, but Ms. Adie provided an updated report to 
post on the website. 

  
V.  Update on Legislative Bill (SB 286) 
  

Agenda item V was not discussed, but will be included on the next meeting agenda.     
   
VI.  Review letter requesting ADSD extend allowances to interventionists while they 

are working on Registered Behavior Technician certification (For Possible Action) 

 
Dr. Gaspar de Alba stated that the Commission members received a copy of the 
letter. This letter is asking Aging and Disability Services and ATAP to allow some 
leeway for the Interventionists while they’re working on their Certification since they 
were not prepared for the hard deadline.  
 
Dr. Gaspar de Alba asked the Commission members if there needed to be any 
changes made to the letter. 
 
Ms. Dean advised that the BCBA has time limits as well. So she’s wondering how 
this was going to affect what is outlined in AB 304. 
 
Ms.  Ostrovsky stated that she likes the letter because whether anything is done 
with it or not, it is demonstrating that we are making an effort in workforce 
development. She feels it’s important that the Commission is pushing it since the 
Commission represents the Community and communicates messages to the 
Governor and Legislators. Ms. Ostrovsky believes at this point that the 
Interventionists are already gone, but it at least puts us on the record in a proactive 
manner. 
 
Ms. Ostrovsky made a motion to approve the Chair to send this letter.  Ms. Dean 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
 

VII.  Review commission report to the Governor’s office (For Possible Action) 

 
Dr. Mario Gaspar de Alba thanked everyone that helped with the information that 
was given for this report. This letter included some of the legislative things that 
happened very briefly and reinforcing the things we are still working towards as a 
Commission; goals related to the five year strategic plan and an update on the 
numbers done every time, just to see what direction we are moving in. 
 
Dr. Gaspar de Alba asked the Commission members if there needed to be any 
changes made to the report. 
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 Ms. Ostrovsky and Ms. Dean both think it is great. 
 

Ms. Dean made a motion to approve this version of the report to the Governor.  
Ms. Ostrovsky seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 

 
 
VIII.   Subcommittee Chairs to report   

Denise Robinson, Community Education   
Diane Thorkildson, Insurance and Funding  
Jan Marson, Resource  Development  
Scott Harrington, Adult Services and Resources  
Shannon Crozier, Workforce Development 

 
Agenda item VIII was not discussed, but will be included on the next meeting 
agenda.     

 
IX.  Confirm Dates for Future Meetings  
 
 Dr. Edward Ableser provided information regarding future Commission and 

Subcommittee meetings. He mentioned that he spoke with Ms. Ostrovsky about  
funding issues for staffing a Commission position. Dr. Ableser thinks it’s fair to help 
as a division with getting meetings organized, finding places for the meetings, 
using our technology to function meetings, do public posting for meeting agendas 
and letting all operate as a Commission. He believes that a secretary that takes 
notes and minutes is the biggest burden of money. Dr. Ableser asks that all 
Commission and Subcommittees start supporting themselves in that function with 
electing one person from each Commission/Subcommittee to be the volunteer 
secretary to help create minutes. He advises to contact Ms. Brook Adie and/or Ms. 
Samantha Jayme for any help and to get organized with the transition. 

 

The Commission decided their next meeting would be on July 21, 2107 at 3:30 
p.m. Ms. Dean made a motion to accept the date and time of the next meeting.  
Ms. Ostrovsky seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 

 

 
X. Public Comment (No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment period unless the 

matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item) 

 
Dr. Edward Ableser stated that there are taking steps currently to opt the ATAP 
program as he feels it’s been inappropriately housed with Children Services. He 
believes that there is a perfect fit with Developmental Services. He has taken the 
steps physically and problematically unifying ATAP to Developmental Services 
Division under Cara Paoli. These arrangements started as of last week and he  
would be happy to go in to details or answer any questions at the next meeting 
with an agenda item. 
 
Mr. Cohen thanked Ms. Tiffany Ellis for her efforts. He also thanked Ms. Brook 
Adie, Ms. Ostrovsky, Dr. Gaspar de Alba and Dr. Edward Ableser for continuing 
us past tomorrow. 
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Dr. Gaspar de Alba thanked Ms. Tiffany Ellis for all her hard work these last couple 
of months. 
 

XI. Adjournment 
 

Dr. Gaspar de Alba adjourned the meeting at 11:30 a.m. 
 


